


































establishment located in such shopping center or integrated business develop­
ment and not exceeding six (6) feet in height above the surrounding finished
grade level.

b. The location of a monument sign is subject to the approval of the sign adminis­
trator to ensure that such location does not create hazards to traffic or pedestri­
ans, provided, however, all monument signs shall be located not less than five (5)
feet from all property lines and, provided further, monument signs shall be
located not less than forty-five (45) feet from the comer of an intersection of two
(2) streets.
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c. An additional monument sign may be permitted for each shopping center or
integrated business development that is on the comer of an intersection oftwo (2)
public streets. One (1) sign shall face each adjacent street. Such additional sign
shall not exceed four (4) feet in height above the surrounding finished grade level.
Such additional sign shall not exceed sixteen (16) square feet in area plus three
(3) square feet for each business establishment located in such shopping center or
integrated business development. The total sign area of both signs combined
shall not exceed forty (40) square feet plus an additional three (3) square feet for
each business establishment located in such shopping center or integrated
business development.

d. In addition to a monument sign as permitted herein, each business establishment
located in a shopping center or integrated business development is permitted one
(1) wall sign in accordance with subsection (3) of section 15.1-15 hereof.

(Ord. No. 338-98, Art. VI, 2-24-98; Ord. No. 428-2001, § 1, 9-11-01)

Sec. 15.1-17. Permanent identification signs.

(a) Single-family residential subdivisions. Single-family residential subdivisions are per­
mitted permanent monument signs at each major entrance to the subdivision. The total sign
surface area at each entrance shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in area and shall not
exceed six (6) feet in height above the surrounding finished grade level. The location of the
monument sign is subject to approval of the Sign Administrator to ensure that such location
does not create hazards to traffic or pedestrians. Subdivisions which consist of more than one
(1) platted section are allowed an additional monument sign of not more than sixteen (16)
square feet in area and not exceeding six (6) feet in height for each major entrance to each
section therein; however, in the case where the major entrance to the subdivision is also a
major entrance to a section of the subdivision, that entrance shall be limited to a monument
sign of not more than thirty-two (32) square feet.

,

(b) Multifamily dwelling complexes. A townhouse, condominium, or apartment complex is
permitted one (1) single or double-faced monument sign on the premises, not exceeding fifty
(50) square feet in area and not exceeding twelve (12) feet in height above the surrounding
finished grade level. The location of the monument sign is subject to the approval of the sign
administrator to ensure that such location does not create hazards to traffic or pedestrians;
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provided, however, all monument signs shall be not less than five (5) feet from all property
lines and, provided further, monument signs shall be located not less than forty-five (45) feet
from the corner of an intersection of two (2) streets. In addition to a monument sign, each
multifamily dwelling complex is permitted one (1) wall sign not exceeding in total square feet
fifteen (15) percent of the facade to which it is affixed. A wall sign may not project above the
roof line of a building, except for buildings with parapet walls, in which case the signage shall
be flush with the wall and shall not project above the parapet.

(c) Permit required. A permit is required for the sign(s) allowed under this section.
(Ord. No. 338-98, Art. VI, 2-24-98)
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Sec. 15.1-18. Church, synagogue, or private school signs.

A church, synagogue, or private school shall be allowed to erect one (1) single or double-faced
monument sign on the property on which the church, synagogue, or school is located. Such sign
shall not exceed fifty (50) square feet in area and shall not exceed twelve (12) feet in height
above the surrounding finished grade level. One (1) additional single or double-faced
monument sign is allowed to identify a secondary use (such as a school) on the same property.
Such sign shall not exceed twenty-eight (28) square feet in area and shall not exceed eight (8)
feet in height above the surrounding finished grade level. A permit is required for the sign(s)
allowed under this section.
(Ord. No. 338-98, Art. VI, 2-24-98)

Sec. 15.1-19. Portable signs.

(a) Portable signs for business establishment. An on-premise portable sign shall be
permitted for use by a business establishment for the initial opening of such business for a
period not exceeding thirty (30) days. An on-premise portable sign may also be permitted for
use by a business establishment for a maximum period of thirty (30) days per calendar year.

(b) Portable signs for nonprofit organization. On-premise portable signs shall be permitted
for use on a temporary basis by nonprofit organizations for a maximum period of fifteen (15)
days per calendar year.

(c) Portable signs for governmental agencies. Portable signs shall be permitted for use on a
temporary basis by governmental agencies for notification to the public of special events and
public information.

(d) Permit required. A permit is required for any portable sign(s) allowed under subsections
(a) and (b) of this section. The location of a portable sign must be approved by the sign
administrator to ensure that such location does not create hazards to traffic or pedestrians.

(e) Maximum area per side. The maximum area per side of a portable sign shall not exceed
thirty-two (32) square feet.

(f) In accordance with city codes. Portable signs shall be securely anchored and constructed
and erected in accordance with the city's building code and electrical code.
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(g) Location of signs. Portable signs shall be located not less than five (5) feet from all
property lines and not less than forty-five (45) feet from the corner of and intersection of two
(2) streets.
(Ord. No. 338-98, Art. VI, 2-24-98)

§ 15.1-19 DICKINSON CODE

,
ARTICLE IV. COMPLIANCE AND ENFORCEMENT

Sec. 15.1-20. Nonconforming signs.

A permanent sign erected within the city prior to the effective date of this chapter, which
does not conform to the regulations ofthis chapter, shall be deemed to be a nonconforming sign
which shall be allowed to continue, with normal maintenance and repair only; provided,
however, a nonconforming sign may not be enlarged upon, expanded, or extended, except as
otherwise provided herein. It is not the intent of this section to encourage the survival of
nonconforming signs; to the contrary, nonconforming signs are discouraged and contrary to the
intent and purpose of this chapter.

(1) Obsolescence or destruction. A nonconforming sign shall not be enlarged, expanded,
extended, replaced, or rebuilt in case of obsolescence or total destruction by any means
or cause.

(2) Repair or reconstruction ifdamaged. In the event a nonconforming sign is damaged by
any means or cause and the repair or reconstruction cost, whichever is applicable,
equals or exceeds fifty (50) percent of the fair market value of the sign at the time of
the damage, it must be removed or brought into compliance with this chapter.

(3) Removal of unlawful signs. In case any nonconforming sign is enlarged, expanded,
extended, replaced, or rebuilt in violation of any of the terms of this chapter, the sign
administrator shall give written notice by personal service or by certified mail, return
receipt requested, to the owner, lessee, or person responsible for said sign, to remove
the sign or bring the sign into compliance with this chapter. If such order in not
complied with within ten (10) days, the sign administrator shall revoke the sign
permit.

(4) Placement and removal of signs. All signs shall be placed by the owner or the party in
control ofthe property or with the permission ofsuch owner or party in control, and the
owner or party in control shall be responsible for the prompt removal of any sign in
accordance with the provisions of this chapter.

(5) Signs identified and described in section 15.1-12, subsections (2), (3), (4), (5), (6), (7),
(10), (11), (13), (15), and (16) shall be removed within thirty (30) days after the effective
date of this section.

,

(6) Nonconforming temporary business signs and portable signs shall be removed or made
to conform with the provisions of this chapter within thirty (30) days after the effective
date of this section.
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(7) Additions and enlargements to a non-eonforming monument sign in a shopping center
or integrated business development are permitted provided such addition or enlarge­
ment:

a. does not include replacement of the existing sign structure;

b. does not increase the height or width of the sign; and

c. does not cause the total area of all signs in the shopping center or integrated
business development to exceed the total allowable square foot area.

(Ord. No. 338-98, Art. VII, 2-24-98; Ord. No. 428-2001, §§ 2, 3, 9-11-01)

SIGNS § 15.1-23

Sec. 15.1-21. Periodic inspection.

The sign administrator shall inspect periodically, or whenever deemed necessary, each sign
or other advertising structure regulated by this chapter for the purpose of ascertaining
whether the sign structure is unsafe, in need of repair, not in conformance with the permit
application, or otherwise in violation of the provisions of this chapter.
(Ord. No. 338-98, Art. VII, 2-24-98)

Sec. 15.1-22. Appeals.

Any person wishing to appeal a decision of the sign administrator on the grounds that the
decision misconstrues or wrongly interprets this chapter may, within thirty (30) days after
such decision, appeal the same to the city council, pursuant to the rules and regulations
adopted form time to time by the city council; provided, however, the appealing party shall give
notice of the appeal in writing to the city secretary within said thirty (30) days following the
decision appealed from and, provided further, the appealing party shall comply with the sign
administrator's decision pending appeal, unless the sign administrator shall direct otherwise.
(Ord. No. 338-98, Art. VII, 2-24-98)

Sec. 15.1-23. Penal provision.

Any person violating any provision of this chapter, or failing to comply with any require­
ment of this chapter, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and punishable as provided in section
1-4 of this Code. Each day during or upon which such person shall violate or continue violation
of any provision of this chapter or noncompliance with any requirement of this chapter shall
constitute a distinct and separate offense.
(Ord. No. 338-98, Art. VII, 2-24-98)
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