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Cold Case Murder Arrest 

 

On 08/14/2008 Dickinson Police arrested a man in the 2003 Murder of Merced Garza, III. 

 

Garza was shot and killed on 06/23/2003 in the parking lot of a fast food restaurant at FM 

517 and the IH 45 feeder road in Dickinson. 

 

Detectives questioned numerous individuals at the time and had a person of interest, but 

were unable to make any arrests.  The case went cold. 

 

Over the last five years Detectives have continued to look at the case.  About a year ago 

information began to come in on the case and Detectives began actively working it. 

 

Additional witnesses were located and Detectives were able to link the person of interest 

to the shooting.  The case was presented to the Galveston County District Attorney’s 

Office and a warrant for the Murder of Merced Garza, III was obtained. 

 

Joseph Edward Moore, 25 years old, from Dickinson, was arrested with out incident 

Thursday afternoon outside his place of employment in the 5100 Block of Highway 3 in 

Dickinson.  Moore has been booked into the Dickinson City Jail under a $250,000 bond, 

pending transport to the Galveston County Jail. 

 

Murder is a first degree felony and is punishable by imprisonment in the institutional 

division for life or for any term of not more than 99 years or less than 5 years.  In 

addition to imprisonment, an individual adjudged guilty of a felony of the first degree 

may be punished by a fine not to exceed $10,000. 
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