City Administrator’s
News and Notes
June 2020
City staff have been in full swing preparing the Budget
for the 2020-2021 Fiscal Year, which begins October
1. Department meetings and Council workshops are
underway to evaluate needs of the City.
The next budget workshop with City Council is on
July 28, at 6 pm.

On June 28, Mayor Masters issued an order requiring
commercial entities providing goods and services to the
public to require wear face masks within their
establishments. Shortly after, Governor Abbott issued
a statewide mandate requiring face masks to be worn
when social distancing is not possible. Dickinson EMS
continues to see an increase in COVID-19 related calls.
Please remember to stay home if you are sick, wear a
face covering in public spaces, social distance, wash
your hands frequently, disinfect objects and surfaces
regularly, and avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth
with unwashed hands.

Library Updates
Summer Reading Program has begun at the Dickinson
Public Library! Due to COVID-19 safety precautions,
the reading program is being done online with a twist!
Patrons log on at dickinsonpubliclibrary.beanstack.org
to begin their summer reading challenge or find the
Beanstack Tracker APP on your Android or iPhone
today! We have challenges for children, teens, and
adults! Win prizes and pick up craft activities to go each
week at the circulation desk for a month of fun! Have
questions? Give us a call at 281-534-3812 or find the
Beanstack link on our website.

The Dickinson Public Library is showcasing the 15th
Annual Bookmark Contest winners for 2020 in the
library display case. Margaret Carney (Ret. Curriculum
Specialist for Dickinson ISD), The Friends of the
Dickinson Library, Kathy Soehl (Assistant Library
Director & Children’s Librarian), and the Dickinson
ISD Art Teachers collaborate each year to provide the
opportunity for K-4th grade classes to participate in
designing a bookmark for the library. Each year the
winners are chosen and showcased in the library and
the library prints the five winning designs to hand out
at the library. Come in and see the selected winners and
pick out one of the winning bookmarks to take home!

The Dickinson Public Library is providing Family
Movie Night Packs at the Circulation Desk for our
registered Summer Reading Program participants.
Check out two Family or Children’s DVDs from our
collection and pick up your Movie Night Pack which
includes popcorn, drinks, and treats.

2020 TOP 5 DESIGN WINNERS:
Kindergarten: Guadalupe Espino
(Bay Colony Elementary)

1st Grade: Camila Espino
Dickinson Public Library began providing curbside
pickup May 4th to provide a safe option for our patrons
to check out library materials. Since we began the
service, we have delivered 840 Books and DVD’s to our
patrons directly to the safety of their vehicles. The
library plans to add this service to our regularly
provided services, and we look forward to continuing
to serve our community with innovative ways to
provide access to information and imagination!

(Bay Colony Elementary)

Grade: Jordyn Bellamy
(Hughes Road Elementary)

3rd Grade: Mallory Write
(Bay Colony Elementary)

4th Grade: Mariah Bennet
(K.E. Little Elementary)

Police Department
Updates

EMS Updates

Det. Vasquez investigated an aggravated robbery where
a gunman robbed Space City Jewelry and Pawn. Det.
Vasquez participated with a team of detectives from
area agencies who also had robberies with a similar
suspect. Det. Vasquez and other detectives were able
to identify a suspect and after a thorough investigation,
Det. Vasquez obtained a warrant and subsequently
arrested him at his home in Houston.
There were 9 reported cases of Criminal Mischief
involving juveniles who went around throwing bricks
at homes causing thousands of dollars in damages.
Two juveniles were arrested for Felony Criminal
Mischief.
CID investigated a case of Aggravated Sexual Assault
of a Child in which a man sexually assaulted two young
girls (sisters, ages 6 and 9). Warrants have been issued
for the suspect for 2 counts of Aggravated Sexual
Assault of a Child.
The Community Policing Division organized and
participated in 7 Birthday Drive-by Parades including
one with a K9 visit.
The Crime Victim Liaison attended the National Crime
Victim’s Bar Association webinar “Beyond the
Restraining Order: Civil Options for Victims of
Domestic Violence”, Harris County Domestic
Violence Coordinating Council’s virtual training
“Domestic Violence & the Black Community”,
Battered Women’s Justice Project’s webinar “VictimDefendants and Covid-19” and National Center for
Victims of Crime’s webinar “Fighting Fraud through
Helplines”.
Det. Allen Oliver and CVL Nyna Burright gave a virtual
presentation on “Cyberbullying & Online Safety for
Parents” that was hosted by the Resource and Crisis
Center of Galveston County.

Municipal Court Updates
On June 1, 2020, Dickinson Municipal Court reopened
after being closed to the public for 12 weeks.
Recognizing the need to ensure the health and safety of
litigants, attorneys, visitors, court staff, judges, and
other individuals entering the building housing the
courts, the court of the City of Dickinson has
implemented protective measures including social
distancing, wearing masks, hand sanitizing, and
scheduling variances. Plastic seating in the courtroom,
“6 Feet” decals on the floors, and non-contact body
thermometers are a few new additions to the Court’s
daily routine.

Fire Marshal Updates
In the month of June, the Fire Marshal’s office
conducted two residential fire investigations, both of
which have been deemed “accidental.” Currently, the
Fire Marshal is working closely with Code
Enforcement to close unpermitted boarding houses
and group homes. Several site plan meetings for new
restaurants, subdivisions, and County buildings have
been completed. Inspections have been performed on
a new motel and a new dental clinic.

Bayou Animal
Services
Shelter Updates
This time of year is baby season. If you happen to come
across baby wildlife, please leave them alone. They can
take care of themselves. Disrupting wildlife is actually
more harmful than you may realize.

Community Services
Updates
The Planning and Engineering division has been busy
working on Specific Use Permit (SUP) regulations for
a proposed RV Park. The department is also working
on identifying structures for the Buyout/GLO
Program for structures in floodway.
Code Enforcement has been performing investigations
and taking actions on violations, including grass/debris
liens on delinquent properties, enforcement on
improperly conducted fence, and unpermitted dirt
grading.
The Streets and Drainage branch of the Community
Services Department worked to remove dead trees on
multiple streets in the City, including 27th Street and
Lobit Drive. Culvert issues on Longshadow were
addressed and a missing stop sign was replaced at Deats
and Oak Drive.
Crews have been mowing in various parts of the City,
as needed, and desilting of drainage ditches has
continued. A pump and float system were repaired at
Mariners Mooring; everything is now functioning
properly.
The Streets and Drainage division has been working to
become fully staffed, conducting interviews for
laborers and light equipment operators, as well as a new
superintendent.

The Texas Humane Educators are in our area teaching
the staff about new laws in the animal world.
While the Shelter’s budget is being developed for the
upcoming fiscal year, please join in celebrating that they
are still at 95% live release and our numbers have
increased by almost 900 animals a year since 2018!
Wow!! With that, volunteers are ALWAYS needed!
Maybe some of our City leaders can start hanging out
with
the
cats
and
the
dogs.
Speaking of new cats, Steve the new office cat is wants
you to come by to visit!

Annual Drainageway Maintenance

Work has been underway to remove debris and
green waste obstructing waterflow. In total,
there is over 30,000 linear feet of waterways
between the four drainageways which will be
desnagged.

In May 2020, Council approved the desnagging
of Borden’s Gully, Benson Bayou, Magnolia
Bayou, and the Tributary to Gum Bayou as an
effort to remove vegetation to increase
drainage capacity and flow along these
drainageways.

Reconstruction Projects

